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With  tlif  ilissciliition  nf  the  tiTitl] 
fi  (ieral  parlianifnt.  ^hkI  iiMtir.s  'mt  foe 
iiiimination  ainl  i^lection  of  a  rn  w  .mr. 
it  does  tint  riciijirc  any  csptclal  .  ffMr! 
t'l  liring  tin-  niiiKi  t<>  a  consiclcration  <>f 
tliat  I'liaiitir  ■•(  Caiiailian  history 
which  mark<-d  thf  birth  of  the  si'Ction 
"f  the  country,  tliat  was  thi  n  known  as 
I'anada    west. 

As  Frank  \i-\iih.  of  Tor.mt..,  tol,t  tl,,. 
•  'anadian  club  on  the  occasinn  nf  iii^ 
last  visit  to  this  city.  "Yf-ars  arr  oniy 
relative"  Ksypfs  lii-tory  rtiibraces 
si'Vrra:  liinus.ind  y.ars,  KuRland's  is 
in\iriil  hy  till'  round  thousand.  Can- 
ada is  thr.  r  hundr.cl  this  ypar.  ,in.l 
what  w.'  nnw  call  lli.-  uc-l.  is  liui  m 
Kencratinii.  one  liiindi-.,!  .unl  sixtem 
does  not  r.  pr,  s.  nt  th.  nuiuh.T  of 
yt'ars  .  f  iiut.irio'...  ;m'..  hy  any  means, 
but  it  does  n  i.res.nt  th.-  tiuiiibrr  et 
year<,  duriut;  which  -he  has  ,xer',,i 
an   individuality. 

The  St.  ps,  le.-i.lini;  lo  th,  .levelop- 
ui.nt  ir.un  part  of  a  unit  into  a  full- 
fledged  law-making  constituencv,  ar. 
inter.stlnB  as  well  as  the  cndilLuis 
which   surr..undpd   the   evo!ut:..n 

The  .second  Pitt,  who  atn..nK  ,,tli,  r-, 
f..resaw.  something  ..r  th.-  imn.irtance 
that  Canada  w..uld  as-uni.-.  Introduced 
into  the  British  ilons,.  ,,f  Commons  nn 
Feb.  7.  iTfll.  a  bill  which  would  give 
the  colony  enlarged  scope  and  the  pe„- 
ple  representativ  institutions  n„e 
essential  f.Mture.if  the  bill,  was  th.    .ii- 


visi.u;    .if  the  colony   into     I'piier     and 
i.ower   Canada. 

Caused  Historical  Quarrel. 
This  is  the  particular  clause,  lie  jt 
remnnbered  which  was  the  occasion 
■m  account  ..f  tin  trend  of  tli..  dis- 
cussion it  pr.v.iked.  which  1.  d  to  lb. 
I'lnmus  (luarrel  between  Rurk.  and 
Kox  .\fter  a  friendship  ..f  nmre  tlian 
a  liuarter  nf  a  century  tli.'  .iiseus^i..n 
nf  this  clause  of  this  bill  which  Listed 
s.ini.'  days,  resulte.l  in  a  iir.  acii  b.  - 
twei-n  these  tw..  which  wa--  p.  \ .  v 
hc-aled. 

Thi.  bill  hec'.ime  law  .in  .M.iriii  It.. 
ITIM.  .ii'd  p,-.ivid.,l  lor  each  ..f  th.'  pr  .- 
vinec.s  s.i  formed,  a  legislature  con- 
sisting of  an  appointed  council,  and  an 
.■lective  House  of  Assembly,  and  w.is  to 
become  effective  before  D.c  :i  i ,  -|-i,,. 
''■■"'■  'M"iii  which  the  instruc'tinns 
ri  .lehi  ,1  Sir  .\liir.  ,i  C!arl<.  acting  gov- 
ernor in  Ca.rl.  t.m's  .ibs.n.'e  in  Kng- 
land.  w.i-  \.,y,  11.  i-iark  issued  .i 
proclamaiion  dated  .N-..\.  is  and  llie 
new  law  b.cam,.  etTectiv.  ,.n  He,.  -'G 
i::'l 

Family  Served  the  Empire. 
.\ni..im-  tli..<,.  wh.i  s.  rveii  Can.i.ia  ,in,| 
the  li,,i,„.  land,  to  the  ext.  nt  ..f  l.iying 
il.iwn  their  lives,  in  the  i  ffort  i.i  giv. 
Cana.1,1  to  l.:ngl,unl  under  the  leader- 
snip  ,,f  the  ilhi  rl.Mis  Wolfe,  was 
Capt.'iin  .b.hn  i;v..v<s  Siinc.i,  ,  e,on- 
inand.r  ..r   H  .\l  s.    1'.  nibroke;    but    the 


'I'm:   I  iitsT  i'Ai:i.i.\A!i:,\T  ..i'  riM'i:i:  <an.\ii.\ 


bravi'  iMpt'ii"  lii'il  li  ft.  with  his  bulov- 
c'd  wife  in  thi-  old  humc.  a  little  .■•on 
.ii'd  namfsiiJir.  four  yoars  old  at  tho 
timo  ■■r  his  father's  death.  The  s.in 
Iil<e  liis  father  was  a  soldiir  and  as 
such    was    in    sei-vice    in    the    Aimrican 


JOHN    GRAVES   SIMCOE. 
The    First    Lieutenant-Governor  of    Up- 
per Canada. 

revolution,  where  after  numfrous  for- 
ward steps  in  point  of  i-oniinnnd.  he 
was  appointed  lieutenant-rolnnel  of  the 
Quel  n's     Rangers.  Cndtr     Simcoe's 

eu'iimand  this  regiment  rendered  im- 
imrtant  service  in  the  Rritish  cause, 
but  was  included  in  the  capitulation  of 
t'ornwallis  in  ITSl  at  Vorktown.  His 
release  was  not  signed,  (although  he 
returned    to   Kngland    under    parole   in 


17S2)  until  January.  \',><:',  siMu/ui'  was 
elected  l).\  the  iKiiple  of  Saint  .\law. 
<'ornwall.  in  ITHO.  to  rei>resent  them  in 
Iiarliauu^nt.  He  tlius  eaiiie  under  the 
notice  of  Pitt,  and  l)y  Ills  experience 
in  .he  Auiericun  colonies  was  able  to 
advisi'  and  assist  Pitt  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  for  Canada. 
Tllele  is  nasoii  to  bc-lii-ve  tliat  the 
tKi>.-ini;  of  the  bill  eithi-r  includ.  d  the 
appointnii  nt  of  Siincoe  or  at  least  must 
have  been  coiiiiident  witli  it.  This 
lieing  understood  it  is  not  difficult  l  > 
iinaeine  that  tlie  provisions  of  the  bill 
Would  be  to  say  the  least,  alonR  lines 
lliat  Siuicoe  would  aii|irov'  .  and  which 
li.  would  be  '>re|iared  to  put  into 
opiration  and  to  which  he  could  give 
liis  consistent  support. 

Siiiieoe     spent     the     uilltei-     iti     Qui'bec 

111  forced  inaction  from  two  causes, 
the  fact  tliat  a  nia.jority  of  t!ie  council 
w  •  re  Hot  |irc  sent  ami  tin  ri  fore  he 
,'ould  not  be  sworn  in:  ,is  well  as  the 
additional  fact  that  the  regiment  of 
wliieh  it  was  intended  to  make  him 
colonel,  the  "Qin'eii's  Rangers,"  had 
not  arrived,  whiidi  rendered  it  imims- 
sible  for  him  to  assume  the  rank.  For 
lliese  reasons  it  wa-j  June.  ITIiL'.  when 
Simcoe  left  Quehee.  ri  aching  Kilig- 
-ton  inv\y  in  July,  and  tlvre  lie  at 
once  devoted  himself  t'>  org.Tnizing  th--" 
tCovi  rnnnnts  ..f  I'pper  Canada. 

The    First    Council. 

The  llrst  legislative  eouueil  consisted 
•  ■1  Will,  ( isgoode.  Win,  Ftoliertsoii. 
Peter  Itiissell  ami  .Mexiinler  Cr.int. 
.ill  of  whom  had  bei-ii  appointed  :,i 
Kiigland.  although  Robertson  nev.  ; 
came  to  Canada.  Sinuoe  appointed,  to 
eom|dete  the  eoiiiieil,  John  .Miinro.  of 
Matilda.  Richard  I'artwright.  Jr..  of 
Kingston.  Robert  Haniilt  iii.  of  Nla- 
Sara.  and  Riehard  Duncan,  of  T'apid 
I'lat.  Jacques  Haby.  of  Detroit,  had 
been  reeommendeil  ]iv  Sinicoe  to  the 
lionie  gnvernmeiit,   Ii.tr  ijt    tlien    beir,i. 


i 


■I'lii';   iiitsT  i'.\i;LiA.\ii;.\'r   m-  rrri-.K  <'.\.\\ii.\ 
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The    Old    House,    still    standing   on   Queen    Street.   Kingston, 

Ont.,  where   Simcoe  organized  the    First  Government 

of  Unper  Canada. 


THIO    l-lltST    K\lil.l.\.\n:XT    OK    irPPER   (.'A.X.M.A 


.irul   ill   f,u-t.    niiiiiiiiiiijr  iiiiil.  r   tlic   kov  ■ 
.riiiiuiit  111"  CiUiiHla  until   1T!I6. 

Kniiii  Halifax  to  Victoria,  at  tin- 
presint  iiiiniii-nt  the  clpctors  are  await- 
it\K  tin-  o|i|iortiinit.v  ti.  ihit  to  rtprc- 
sctit  thiiii.  till-  ilivcntli  riarlianipiit 
since  ccinfi  lieratioii.  Hut  we  can  liard- 
ly  nou-  iinaKin<  lln-  statr  of  iniml  ni 
the  scattered  nieii  eliKilili'  to  vote 
aiiionK'  the  lii.iinii  impnlation  of  tapper 
I'anaila.  as  the  1;  i;islatlv>'  council  sat 
at  KinKstoii.  What  nui^l  have  been 
their  leiliiiKs  ulnn  the  ih-ws  reacheil 
thi'in  tliat  oi  .Iiih  h;  the  proclamation 
had  heeii  issued,  and  that  S'lon  tlie\ 
would  have  opiHirtunitv  oi'  holding  t'le 
first  election,  and  of  appointing  men  ol' 
tiieir  own  choosing  to  frame  tin-  laws 
..r   their  ,'li,,sen    liiid 

The    First    Session. 

The    ineinn';~    ,.r    ;i uneil    lasted 

from   July      s    to      tie       JKi      .md      thi' 
lieiiti'iiant-k'ovi  riiiir    t.i..|<     lie      ,,ith    ni 

oflice    .>n    tie'     sth.       (tSK ie       linssell 

and  I'ah.v  on  the  iith  and  iIt mt  on  tlie 
lUh.  Tie-  t:nie  from  th.>  intli  to  th' 
l."ith  was  spoilt  in  lavini;  out  the  pro- 
vince Into  eonnties  and  districts  to 
|)rovidi-  for  th.-  inemhers  of  the  hnn-o 
of  ass(-nilily  and  tlic-e  divisions  wer-- 
ninde  largely  upon  the  basis  of  the  ex- 
isting military  divisions. 

As  Miss  <'arnochan,  tie  iiiih  f.itiii- 
able  historical  enthnsiasi  of  .\iai;ar:i, 
uritinff  at  that  'imi-  ^aiil  -'I"!!,  much 
vexed    .piestion    as   to   till-    iirst    parlia-       \ 


nil  nt    house    nia\    \i  t    bi 


ttled.   but 


ives,  hou.ver,  lli:it  il,..  ,  ,r.  |  Ki  r.i  I  ions 
of  llttinp  up  the  lliius(-  f.>r  the  aus- 
pii-ioiis  occasion  -ost  the  country 
t  116   .'is,,  about   $56.1.00. 

Tin-  first  iliclloii  uoLil.:  iH>t  liave 
bi-eii  coinplet.-  uithout  tile  usual  ac- 
i-ompanliiii  nt.  a  iiye-i-leelion.  Philip 
Diirlaiul.  from  Prince  Kduard  county, 
wii.i  lieiiiK  a  liiial<er.  and  n-.l  being 
aiile  to  take  the  o.itli.  iiecessiiat.  d  the 
first    \,y  --i-le<-tlnn. 

l'ossibl,\-  We  ..re  inclined  t..  Ii.-  pessi- 
mi.-tie.  liiit  as  tilt-  time  lor  n--electie-n 
of  out-  i-.-pr.-s.  nt.-itives  i„-rio,li,-,-illy  rolls 
around  .we  liave  f.,  admit  tli.-it  ue  do 
n-'t  bell,  ve  tliat  tie-  a\ei-a),-.-  man  of 
our  choice  approaches  his  duties  in 
the  same  spirit  of  .service.  f,f  cconom> 
of  time  of  dev.itiou  to  the  work,  .-i.-i 
liid  thi-^  bitle  band  --r  .-i\b  .  ii  ne-n.  wlio 
ass(  i|ilile<l  ill  Cii  littli-  village  of 
.Vewark.  one  hundreil  and  ^ixtei-n  years 
ai?o.  -ni,.  r.  |.r.  -.-ntiitive  f..r  C.Irn- 
trary.  .lolm  .\ia(-iloncI!,  w,,.,  elected 
-!ieal<.-r  -M'  III.    Iii-~t  hou^r  , 

Results  of  the  Session. 

'Ph.-  r.  -nil-  ..!  ih,  t  \\ .  iit.\-..  iL;ht  day 
session  compar.-  ia\or:,bl.\  v\itti  those 
of  the  sister  |iio\ini-e  whiih  was  n])en- 
ed  .iiist  thr.  .-  iiiontlis  later,  one  bill 
was  re.iected  iior  tin-  t.ixation  of 
spirits)  .-.nd  eifrht  were  p.isse.i.  'I'll.- 
first  mie  settli-  once  for  all  wh.ii 
aiithorit.\-  w-Mild  II.'  |i;n-aiiioiiiit  in  On- 
tario Courts,  establlslieil  l-;i;glish  l,:,w 
as  lilial  I  ithi  1-  bills  |o-  \  ided  f.ir  tri:il 
y  jury,  for  the  ree.iver_\   of  small  di-bts' 


far.  it   is 


for   restrict in.'.r     th 


wise    not    tc 


e'llllpellsatlon 


tidently.   :  i 


rt    t'ei      con-        millers    to    .ne  -twelfth      of      the 


nee    no   less   than   live   |)laee> 


jronnil   Uv  th 


have  been    nientioni-d   as  de 


1 1  - 1  o  1 1 1  e  r 


honor  .   .V 

house.' 

Xiasara. 


i-rvinp  till 


for    th 


i\y  hall.'     'The  Imli.-in  eoiincil 


Krain 

Provision 


111      in 


The    I'.irli.-imi-nt    i  i.-ik 


'Fort 


and    '<  ei\i-riiinent  house  nPat        lat 


if  the   foiu    (listrii-ts   ami    for   ri 
naminjr   tin-   di-lrii-ts    as   well    as    lepis 


the    present    court    hoiis 


ion     for    the     1,  1,'iilatie 


liami-nt   met  here  diir 


Since    par- 


'f      Wei(;hts 


imr    five   years,   it 


i.s  (fuitp  likel.\    that   mor<-    tl 
these   can   claim    the    honor' 


inn    one    of 


It 


is  a   matter  of  record   in   the  arch 


and  measures,  to  prevent  aei-ideiits  liy 
Hre.  and  for  regulating-  tin-  court  of 
i-oininon  pleas. 

The   men.   mostly    plain    f.irmers   and 
country     sh-ip-keepers.     who    had     has- 
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the  miiiistiT  oi'  ini'ilii  W'lrks  fur  tli.' 
piovincL'.  Hun.  ('liri.noi)her  K.  Kraser, 
against  w  hi)«f  adniliilstration  unt-  sin- 
gle whisper  was  once  made  at  a  meet- 
iaii  i/f  the  cabinet,  ai  '  the  proof  was 
>o  emiihatlcally  ileniaiideil  that  the  liii- 
Ijlication  wa.s  iininedialely  withdrawn 
with  apologies.  The  liiiilding  stanci.^ 
tu-day  an  example  of  spl.iuiid  archi- 
tecture as  well  as  a  suitable  and  con- 
venient house  in  which  the  laws  of  the 
province  may  be  made.  While  for  this 
tlr.-^t  parliament,  tlie  ■niihlins  (which- 
ever of  the  four  it  was)  tli.il  was  ac- 
tually used,  had  lirst  to  be  cleared  of  a 
<iuantity  of  "sails,  cordage  and  other 
naval  stores,"  it  having  been  used  for 
some  time  as  storage,  and  having  been 
built  ill  the  course  of  the  last  war 
(177o-17n3)  for  the  naval  otflcers.  had 
been  allowed  to  get  into  bad  repai.-, 
during  the'   succeeding  lure  of  peace. 

'lib  popul.itinn  of  Ontario  was  tlnu 
lU.iMiU;  tu-d.iy  ii  is  doubtless  many 
thousands  u\  er  the  J.lsj.mT  of  the  litul 
census,  and  during  the  last  few  years 
mall  rial  additions  liave  In  en  made  t'> 
U-,  territory. 

Uut  probably  m  no  other  way.  has 
there  been  greater  change  than  in  the 
matter  of  travel.  .\lr.  .Macdonel],  the 
present  speaker,  would  have  a  journey 
ol  over  300  n.iles  to  arriv«  at  Newark 
fr...ni  pruii.iljly  Alexandria  in  (llengary. 
liow  Would  this  be  aci  oaiplishedV  I'l 
his  case  probably  by  mean;  of  the  re 
lirst  meeting  of  par-  lay  of  post  stages  while,  of  his  less  for- 
liament   w..uld  not  be  complete  without       lunate  colleagues,   some   would   "paddle 


I.  Med  during  tie  ■  ,irly  l.ill  their  own 
business  matters  by  preparation  f  ii 
•he  vigorous  winter,  so  that  th'y  could 
i-.nswer  the  call  of  country,  were  no.v 
ready  to  proceed  to  their  homes.  The 
occasion  wa.s  one  to  which  tie-  eom- 
mander-ln-chlef  rose  with  dignity  for 
the  m.  n  were  men  after  his  own  li.-art, 
lb    said,  in  part: 

■It  is  Willi  v.iy  great  satisfaction, 
that  I  have  considered  the  acts  which 
you  have  found  it  expedient  to  fiame, 
and  to  whicli.  in  c'onseiiiieiie.-  ot  the 
power  delegated  ti>  me.  I  have  this 
day  g'iven  my  assent,  that  they  slui'l 
become    laws    of    I'pper    t'.inada. 

"I  <annot  dismiss  you  without  earn- 
e.^tly  desiring  you  to  promote,  by  pre- 
cept and  example,  among  your  respec- 
tive counties,  the  regular  habits  of 
pieiy  and  morality,  the  surest  found, i- 
tioris  ')f  all  private  and  public  feli.iiy, 
and  .11  this  juiiiture.  I  particularly  re- 
romnund  you  to  exidain.  that  th  ■; 
pi'.ivince-  is  singularly  bli  ssed,  not  witli 
a  mutilated  constitution,  but  with  ,i 
constitution  which  has  stood  the  test 
of  experii'nce  and  is  the  very  image 
and  transcript  of  that  of  Great  Britain, 
by  which  she  has  long  established  and 
Secured  to  her  subjects  as  much  free- 
d'  111  and  happiness  as  is  possible  to  be 
"  njoyed  under  the  subordination  neces- 
sary to  eivilized  society." 

Comparison  of  Then  and   Now, 

A  sketch  of  tills 


I    brief 


niparison    of    the    conditions       their    own    canoes,"    others    would    sai'. 


iimler    which     it 


as     h'ld     and     thos 


go 


tn     horseb.ick,     while    other 


which    surround    the    assembly    of      the 
i-makers   of   the   same   province   to- 


,igai"     would    make    their    way    t. 


the 


la 


plae 


tin 


day.  The  building  at  present  occu- 
pied by  the  Ontario  legislature  doos 
not  need  description,  other  than  to  say. 
having  been  erected  during  the  lieuten- 
ant-governorship of  the  late  Sir  Oliver  ers 
.Mowat,   while   the  building  of  the  sam.- 


had    been 

.,    on    font 


ill.  d 


'rimitive 


Affa 


1791. 


ueh    as    tracers 


til. 


immediately  under  the  direction  of       State 


No   sti  am   railway-!   or   palace   steam- 

s  thjt 
Cnlted 
steam, 


sepal  ati 


Ontario      from      tie 
no       electric       car". 
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ilfctrii  or  giisoline  launohes,  no 
Ijicyc'los  ur  aiitijiiioljili  s  ufi-c  on  hand 
in  thusf  (la>s  Id  iliiiiinati'  tiiiu-  aiiU 
ilistaiui-.  Thi  infiiilicrs  iloubtloaj 
would  hf  niiuii-iil  ic)  .'^ulirnit  tlicir  t)ills 
in  wiiiing-,  while  to-day  tliis  is  done 
liy  tln'  iJi-intiMK  prr.-s.  iiiuli'i  iliri'ttiuii 
iji   thi-  "Kin«s  piiiitir." 

Thf  anxiity  abimt  .sick  imi's  at  h'wiiu 
rnuKl  not  be  luliivfd  probably  u!»til  thu 
ivturii  lioMu-,  n.ir  inuld  the  nuinbtr  ad- 
visi-  his  •onstitiii  ncy  us  to  tho  "ate  of 
any  bill  he  was  iilidsid  to  supjiori, 
thiir  bfitiK  no  teUgrai>h.  or  tcKphon'. 
The  home  sovi  rnniciit  wouI,|  not  b<; 
advistd  within  a  liw  nilnuti<  of  the 
features  of  any  bill  effecting  the  rela- 
tions between  the  home  otiice  ar.d  the 
euluny.  as  it  ean  to-day  by  cabl<;.  To 
quote  Frank  Yeiyh  asain,  the  netabfr 
of  parliament,  "could  not  run  any  one 
down  with  his  bicycle  or  be  killed  by 
an  autonioblle.  he  eould  not  dictate  his 


letters  and  have  tliem  handed  him 
ready  to  sign,  ,ir  elope  with  his  steiio- 
gia])her." 

Uut  when  h.-  had  retraced  his  steps 
to  liis  own  native  burg,  by  the  same 
tedious  means  whatever  they  tnay  hav" 
I'een.  hi-  anil  his  snpi)orters  would 
gather  not  in  the  leiilding  devoted  to 
the  political  party's  interests  which  he 
liappened  to  represent,  but  into  the  de- 
partmental store  of  the  il.iy  when 
everything  •from  a  needle  to  an  anchor" 
was  packeil  into  the  1"  by  it;  foot  .=tore 
and  talk  ^ver  .again  and  again,  thj 
evi-nts  of  the  jourmy  to  and  fro,  a.s 
well  as  the  scenes,  the  iieople,  the  di'- 
eussions  and  speeches  of  the  days  in 
which  he  h.ad  been  representing  them 
before  the  King  in  the  person  of  hi* 
representative,  his  excellency,  Lieut - 
Col.  John  <!ri'  "s  Simcoe.  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor at  the  first  parliument  if 
L'pper  Canada. 


